
                            22 December 2010


Dr. Nathan Gillett

Editor, Journal of Climate

Dear Dr. Gillett,

Thank you for your response to our revised manuscript. Reviewer B and you raise a legitimate concern and we agree that the use of different years/sources of data in the observational component of our study is potentially problematic and in need of revision. We have repeated the observational analysis using CERES TOA and surface radiative data from all four CERES instruments. Please find attached a revised manuscript including new figures that incorporates these changes. Overall, our analysis on the CERES data sets with the surface and TOA fluxes taken from the same years and sources agree with our previous analysis that used the ERBE and CERES data in conjunction; none of our conclusions are affected and the quantitative differences are very minor. For your convenience, we have also attached a document pointing to all the changes that were made to manuscript and figures as a consequence of using the CERES only data.

We believe we have addressed all the major issues brought forth in the initial review (Reviewers A and C seem to agree). We have now addressed the remaining major issue brought forth in the second review by Reviewer B. We would be happy to implement the remaining minor revisions brought forth by the reviewers in the second review and could submit a revised manuscript with responses to reviews within two weeks. However, it is unclear to us what your recommended course of action is for this manuscript. 
To be clear, we would very much like to continue moving this manuscript towards publication in the Journal of Climate. We are very happy with the progress that has been made on the organization, writing, and content of this manuscript through the peer review process. We believe the manuscript is very close to meeting the standard of work in the Journal of Climate and all the major concerns of the reviewers have been addressed. In the event that you recommend starting the peer review process again, we will most likely submit the manuscript elsewhere. 

Sincerely,

Aaron Donohoe      

Dept. of Atmospheric Sciences

University of Washington

Seattle WA 98195-1640

