1/18/07

Dear Dean Ortega,


Thank you for your willingness to hear our conference proposal on the recommendation of Associate Dean Nerad. This event showcases UW as a leader in interdisciplinary climate change science and graduate education. 

The Graduate Climate Conference was born out of the vision of several graduate students in the University of Washington’s Program on Climate Change in September 2005. The students recognized that the study of climate change was inherently interdisciplinary and wanted to extend the framework of the Program on Climate Change, which had successful fostered multi-disciplinary collaboration and education at the University of Washington, to graduate students throughout the nation. It was recognized that the study of climate change was becoming increasingly urgent and that the graduate students of today will be the world leaders in climate change science tomorrow. This realization necessitated a forum in which graduate students could become involved and educated in multi-institutional interdisciplinary collaborations early in their careers. Furthermore, the Conference was conceived as a way in which students could take initiative and leadership early in their careers. Most importantly, we recognized that climate change was perhaps the most important question our generation will face and we wanted the smartest young scientists in the field to share their knowledge with each other and begin collaborating to move the field forward. 

The University of Washington hosted the first conference during April of 2006 at the Charles Pack Forest Conference Center in Eatonville Washington. 77 graduate students from 14 different institutions including worldwide recognized leaders in climate science such as MIT and Scripps Institute of Oceanography attended. 80% of the attendees presented their work during the 2 day, 2 night event. 30 participants were from UW representing 8 different departments. In addition, each of the 7 oral presentation sessions were chaired by a UW graduate student in charge of organizing and setting the context for the talks. A keynote address by a UW Graduate student also kicked off the conference.

  This conference was a unique initiative in that only graduate students were allowed to attend. Feedback from attendees unanimously concluded that the conference concept and format was successful in promoting a meaningful dialogue, engendering enthusiasm amongst the climate science community, and promoting future research and public outreach collaborations. The community also recognized that they represent a unique niche as experts across multiple climate disciplines and could potentially make a significant contribution to public education on the science of climate change on a national level.

The 2007 conference will follow the same framework as the 2006 conference but will include approximately 90 participants and will include an extra day of conference proceedings. It is anticipated that a lower percentage of attendees will hail from UW, but that UW will still represent the majority and also take on the lion share of the leadership positions.  


The 2006 conference had a budget of $13,200 and was funded by several different UW sources, many of which stated their contribution would not be recurring. The proposed budget for 2007 is $18,000 due to the proposed additional participants and extra day of conference proceedings. We currently have a budget deficit of approximately $10,000 and are waiting to get definitive commitments from several corporate, academic, government, and foundation sources. We are requesting $1,550 in funds to cover conference cost for 10 UW students from the Graduate School. Please see the attached proposed budget and sources of funding sheets.

Sincerely,

Aaron Donohoe

aaron@atmos.washington.edu

On behalf of the Graduate Climate Network
