Organization Background

The Graduate Climate Network was born out of the vision of several graduate students in the University of Washington’s Program in Climate Change in September 2005. The students recognized that the study of climate change was inherently interdisciplinary and wanted to extend the framework of the Program Climate Change, which had successful fostered multi-disciplinary collaboration and education at the University of Washington, to graduate students throughout the nation. It was recognized that the study of climate change was becoming increasingly urgent and that the graduate students of today will be the world leaders in climate change science tomorrow. This realization necessitated a forum in which graduate students could become involved and educated in multi-institutional interdisciplinary collaborations early in their careers. Furthermore, the Network was conceived as a way in which students could take initiative and leadership early in their careers. 

The goals of the organization were to:

1.) Create a nationwide, interdisciplinary community of the best young climate scientist with a collective sense of purpose.

2.) To foster collaboration amongst members.

3.) To allow members to educate each other in their respective areas of expertise. 

4.) To question the conventional scientific and publicly held conclusions in the field as scientific experts.

5.) To determine future directions of scientific research.

6.) To have a national voice.

Most importantly, we recognized that climate change was perhaps the most important question our generation will face and we wanted the smartest young scientists in the field to share their knowledge with each other and begin collaborating to move the field forward. 

Project Description

The 2006 Conference


The first Graduate Climate Conference was conceived as a way to launch the Graduate Climate Network. The University of Washington hosted the first conference during April of 2006 at the Charles Pack Forest Conference Center in Eatonville Washington. With the help of funding from various on campus departments, research centers and the Graduate Student Senate’s Learning for Leadership Council, the conference was a grand success. 77 graduate students from 13 different institutions including worldwide recognized leaders in climate science such as MIT, Scripps Institute of Oceanography, Lamont-Doherty  Observatory at Columbia University, University of California Irvine, and the University of Washington. Eighty percent of the attendees presented their work during the 2 day, 2 night event. This conference was a unique initiative in that only graduate students were allowed to attend. All of the talks and organization were performed by graduate students. The conference organizers selected a senior graduate student key note speaker from the university of Washington. The key note speaker addressed the audience on the first night of the conference and contended that our generation of climate scientists has both an unique perspective and an immediate purpose. In addition to the keynote speaker, older graduate students were elected by the organizers to chair sessions in their respective areas of expertise. 


It was emphasized that the talks were intended to reach out to a broader audience who were well trained climate scientists, but with out specific knowledge of the current state of each sub-discipline of the field. In this sense, the speakers educated the audience about their own sub-disciplines and presented their opinions of the current state of research and outstanding questions. Feedback from the attendees almost unanimously indicated that thus emphasis was much more productive than a standard conference where speakers are often more interested in appearing smart. 

A complete list of conference materials, including presentations is available at:

http://depts.washington.edu/uwpcc/ourprog/GradConf_Index.html

The 2007 Conference


Following the success of the April 2006 conference, a group of graduate students from the University of Washington, Scripps Institute of Oceanography (UCSD), Columbia University, University California Irvine and MIT are currently organizing the second Graduate Climate Conference. The 2007 conference will be held in October 2007, over the course of three days, again hosted by the University of Washington, and is projected to have approximately 100 attendees from across the Nation and Canada. Our long term vision for the Graduate Climate Conference is that it would be a sustainable recurring event with multiple institutions/organizations sharing the funding and hosting. The 2008 conference will provisionally be hosted by MIT. 

Purpose


At a minimum, the goal of the Graduate Climate Conference is to provide a discussion forum for graduate students undertaking research on climate and climate change in an array of disciplines, including earth, atmospheric, biological, and ocean sciences. We seek to share new techniques and avenues of research, discuss recent findings and their implications, and consider the major questions in the future of climate science. The format is designed to encourage new climate scientists to grow acquainted with the details of diverse areas of climate research an to place their own research in the broader context of the climate science community. We envision fostering connections that will lead to future collaborations across disciplines and between institutions. 


The Graduate Climate Network has the potential to serve a much deeper purpose than merely sharing research. It has the potential to establish a network of smart, motivated, and passionate young scientist who can help the scientific community and broader community understand the implications of climate change in a different way. The current generation of climate scientists has a unique perspective in that they have studied their discipline accepting the reality of climate change. Furthermore, the current generation has accepted, from an early age, that the complex ways they understand climate science must be conveyed to the public in a way that the average citizen can understand but which does not distort the truth. One of the broader, long term goals of Graduate Climate Network is to have a national voice and establish a mechanism to convey the importance and implications of climate change.

Community Needs


At a minimum, the Graduate Climate Conference serves a very important need within the climate science community. It gives young scientist a chance to collaborate interdisciplinary and inter-institutionally. It also allows young scientist to take on a leadership role, early in their careers, play the role of an expert in their sub-discipline, and place their work in the broader context of the needs of the larger climate science community.


The Graduate Climate Network could potentially fulfill a much larger and broader community need at the local and national level. It is a long term goal of the network to establish a nationwide organization of graduate students who are willing to give outreach presentations to students and community interests groups in their own community. This goal utilizes the niche of the Graduate Climate Network members as experts in climate science who are motivated and passionate about conveying their understandings of climate change to a broader audience. Who better to educate the public about climate change than the young people who have committed their lives to understanding climate change? 


Furthermore, the Graduate Climate Network potentially has the capacity to shape the future direction of climate change research. We desire to establish a collective, informed opinion regarding what the current shortcomings of climate change research are and how future collaborative work can reduce the most pressing uncertainties in future projections of climate change.

Intended Fund Use


We are planning for about 100 graduate students to attend this conference from all over the country and Canada. We are asking Boeing to fund lodging for 40 graduate students, part of the cost of the meals for these 40 students, 40 programs, one for each of these students attending so that they will be able to follow all the events of the conference, the meeting rooms we will be using at the conference center, and part of the necessary conference materials such as flip charts, markers/pens, notebooks, etc.

Implementation Plan


Reservations have been made at the University of Washington, College of Forest Resources, Charles Pack Experimental Forest Conference Facility for October 19-21 2007 for lodging and meeting room space. It is important for us to have a multi-day over night conference to facilitate networking between students from different regions. We have chosen to hold the conference the Conference at Pack Forest because it is part of the UW system, it is relatively cheap, because of its proximity to Seattle, and for the scenic location. All conference participants will travel to Pack Forest on Friday (19) morning and leave Sunday (21) afternoon. Sessions will be held Friday afternoon and evening, all day Saturday, and Sunday morning with social events for networking on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. Conference Applications will be processed in July and applicants will be notified if they have been accepted, received travel assistance, and what type of presentation they have been allotted in August.

Presentations will be grouped into several sessions depending on research areas. Each presentation will be 12-15 minutes long with time for questions at the end. Poster sessions will be held Friday and Saturday evening with ample time for participants to interact with each other.

A group wide discussion will be held on Sunday afternoon, to discuss the future direction of the conference and the Network. In particular, we would like to gauge interests in and assess the feasibility of a nationwide outreach program and discuss the first steps in an implementation plan for such a program.

Complementary Efforts     

As is

Collaboration

List other schools

MIT, Scripps Institute of Oceanography, Columbia University, University of California Irvine.

Measurement

As is

