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Coupled general circulation models with Last Glacial Maximum ice sheet topography, orbital forcing, carbon dioxide suggest that the Last Glacial Maximum atmosphere supported fewer storms than the present day atmosphere. This result is counter intuitive given that there is more energy in the Last Glacial Maximum climate system to feed the storms: the enhanced equator to pole temperature gradient would be expected to support stronger baroclinic eddies and the stronger and more localized jets should support stronger barotropic eddies. The mechanisms leading to weaker storms during the Last Glacial Maximum are explored using normal mode analysis on the sphere and a simple rectangular three dimensional model with the general circulation output jet structure.  
