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Earth is unfathomably old 
most of Earth history is very alien!

formation of Earth 

life! (prokaryotic bacteria) 

rise of atmospheric oxygen 
(greatest global pollution event; 
deadly to nearly all existing life)!

Earth freezes over; life survives 
in pockets!

Cambrian explosion of life; 
beginning of fossil record!

asteroid impact; end of dinosaurs 

end of last ice-age; begin civilization 
beginning of modern era of ice-ages 
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Glacial Conditions 
(ice-ages)!

Mesozoic/Early Cenozoic 
Warm Period!

Snowball Earth 
Events!

Inter-glacial Conditions 
(e.g. the present)!



Stromatolites  
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